
 
 
 
 
 
 

Los Angeles Public Library 
LA Made 

and 
Ron Parker 

 
present 

 
 

The History of Black Dance in 
America – Part 2 

 
10 years of HBDA performances 

 
 

Hosted by 
 

Ron Parker 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

February 10, 2022 
 

Presented as Live Zoom Webinar 
 

www.HistoryOfBlackDance.org 

http://www.historyofblackdance.org/


Introduction 
Kevin Awakuni, Librarian II 
Exploration & Creativity Department 
Engagement & Learning Division 
Los Angeles Public Library 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Ron Parker, Director, Central Avenue Dance Ensemble 
 
 

Act I 
The 1950s – 1970s 

 
Stardust 

Year: 2015 
Music: “Stardust”, Nat King Cole 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers: Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez 
Notes: Tribute to Nat King Cole 
 

Mambo 
Year: 2015 
Music: “Mambo Diablo”, Tito Puente 
Choreography: Reginald T. Thornton 
Dancer: Reginald T. Thornton 

 
Bop 

Year: 2011 
Music: “Pride and Joy”, Marvin Gaye 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
Dancers: Rosalind Cook, Ron Parker 

 
Fad Dances of the 1960s 

Year: 2012 
Music:  

• “Dancing in the Street”, Martha Reeves and the Vandellas 

• “Going to a Go-Go”, Smokey Robinson and the Miracles 

• “Function at the Junction”, Shorty Long 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
Dancers:  

Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Rosalind Cook, Ron Parker, Linda Sims, Paul 
Thornhill, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, Erica Zuniga 

 



Urban Cha Cha 
Year: 2012 
Music: “I’m Glad You’re Mine”, Al Green 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
Dancers:  

Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Ron Parker, Beatriz Vasquez, Chester Whitmore, 
Erica Zuniga 

Notes:  
The camcorder stopped working one night, and ran out of recording space 
another night, so this was the best recording we could get. 

 
Disco 

Year: 2012 
Music: “Saturday Night Fever”, “More Than a Woman”, BeeGees  
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers:  

Salvador Corona, Adunni McPherson, Ron Parker, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz 
Vasquez, Erica Zuniga 

 

Act II 
The 1980s – 2000s 

 
Fad Dances 1980s-1990s 

Year:2012 
Music: “Wanna Be Startin’ Somethin’”, Michael Jackson 
Choreography: Chester Whitmore 
Dancers:  

Atiya El Amin, Salvador Corona, Rosalind Cook, Rosa Harris, Ron Parker, Reginald 
Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, Chester Whitmore, Erica Zuniga 

 
Salsa 

Year: 2012 
Music: “Ran Kan Kan”, Tito Puente 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers:  

Salvador Corona, Adunni McPherson, Ron Parker, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz 
Vasquez, Erica Zuniga 

 
Urban Contemporary Ballroom 

Year: 2012 
Music: “Let Me Love You”, Mario 
Choreography: Michael Tyus 
Dancers: Ta Ronce Allen, Michael Tyus 



Chicago Style Step 
Year: 2012 
Music: “Champagne Life”, Ne-Yo 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers: Rosalind Cook, Ron Parker 

 
Argentine Tango 

Year: 2015 
Music: “La Violetera”, The Tango Project 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers: Kiana Stringfield, Ron Parker 

 
Kizomba 

Year: 2015 
Music: “Kizomba Dude”, DJ Sponky 
Choreography: Ron Parker 
Dancers:  

Rosalind Cook, Ron Parker, Kiana Stringfield, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, 
Brian Yip 

Hip Hop 
Year: 2012 
Music: “Phenomenon”, LL Cool J 
Choreography: Reginald T. Thornton 
Dancers:  

Salvador Corona, Atiya El Amin, Reginald Thornton, Beatriz Vasquez, Erica Zuniga 
 
 

End Remarks 
 
Q & A 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 



Donors and Sponsors 
Over the years, a lot of people have supported The History of Black Dance in America not only 
by purchasing tickets to performances, but also by direct donations of both time and money.  
The list is way too numerous to list.  However, based upon past programs, here are some of the 
names that stand out: 

 
Susan and Mark Fien, Donors 
 
Natalie Linthorst, Donor 
 
Doug Hammond, Donor 
 
Deborah Fields Perez, By Your Side Dance Studio, Sponsor 
 
Judy Pritchett, Frankie Manning Foundation, Donor 
 
USA Dance - Los Angeles Chapter, Sponsor 
 
2015 Kickstarter Donors | 2016 Hatch Fund Donors 
 
 

In Memoriam 
There are several people who helped us over the years who are no longer with us.  We do 
cherish the memories of their time with us. 

 
Lance Benishek, Choreographer, Dance Historian (historical accuracy) 
 
Marcia Gleason, Wardrobe (and spiritual motivator) 
 
Gayle Goodrich, Photographer (took photos for most of our shows) 
 
MaDonna Grimes, Hip Hop and Fitness Legend (honored at our 2016 show) 
 
Paul and Arlene Kennedy, Universal Dance Designs (rehearsals at their studio) 
 
Deandre Marquis Parker, Beloved Son (and Ron’s biggest fan) 
 
Lynn Posner, Dancer (and beloved dance partner) 
 



People Who Just Helped Out 
 

There are many, many people who just helped us out along the way.  Some on staff, some on 
their own time because they believed in what we were doing.  Again, too many names to list 
exhaustively, but here are many of the ones you will find in our past programs: 
 
 

• Gwen Allen 

• Fumi Bankole 

• Daniel Berney 

• Angela Billingsley 

• Paulette Brockington 

• James Burns 

• Laura Cannelias 

• Deja Colon 

• Charles Douglas 

• Lauren Duda 

• Karen Ellis 

• Rusty Frank 

• Gi Gi Gamble 

• Joan Gelin 

• Doug Hammond 

• Jane Hammond 

• Rosa Harris 

• James L. Hubbert 

• Alfredo Iraheta 

• Lori Landau 

• Macintosh County Shouters  

• Michael McCarrell 

• Sherrie Norwood 

• Gaida Paulovska 

• Deborah Fields Perez 

• Judy Pritchett 

• Joan Robinson 

• Prince Ross 

• Korinna Sehringer 

• Leba Shana 

• Joe Solario 

• Livia Squires 

• Barbara Stewart 

• Brendell Stewart 

• Josef Vinson 

• Xia Wang 
 
 

And, of course, a HUGE thank you to 
 

The Los Angeles Public Library 
LA Made Program 

 
For believing in our mission to educate and entertain the public with important culture and history. 


